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NOTE:	  These	  instructions	  are	  written	  as	  a	  simple	  step	  by	  step	  guide.	  	  They	  are	  
specifically	  for	  the	  Microsoft	  Windows™	  environment.	  	  Screen	  shots	  have	  been	  
taken,	  to	  emphasise	  the	  installation,	  from	  a	  Windows	  8	  environment.	  

	  
	  
	  
Assumptions	  

	  
It	  is	  reasonably	  assumed	  that	  a	  level	  of	  IT	  competence	  is	  available	  for	  these	  instructions	  to	  be	  followed.	  	  It	  
is	  also	  assumed	  that	  Windows	  has	  been	  installed	  and	  is	  up-‐to	  date,	  functioning	  as	  expected,	  with	  internet	  
connectivity	  and	  no	  additional	  internet	  services	  running	  on	  the	  device	  intended	  to	  be	  used	  with	  these	  
instructions.	  	  	  
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Installation	  Guide	  
	  

1. Download	  the	  relevant	  Tomcat	  8	  package	  for	  your	  environment	  from:	  
https://tomcat.apache.org/download-80.cgi 

2. Ensure	  you	  note	  the	  directory	  you	  place	  the	  unpackaged	  files,	  you	  will	  need	  this	  in	  a	  later	  stage.	  
3. If	  you	  haven’t	  already,	  Install	  Yellowfin	  as	  normal	  and	  install	  the	  License.	  
4. Navigate	  to	  your	  Yellowfin	  folder	  and	  into	  the	  appserver/webapps/ROOT	  folder.	  	  Select	  and	  copy	  all	  

files	  and	  folders.	  
5. Navigate	  to	  your	  new	  Apache	  Tomcat	  directory	  and	  into	  the	  webapps	  folder.	  
6. Rename	  the	  exiting	  ROOT	  folder	  to	  ROOTold	  
7. Create	  a	  New	  ROOT	  folder	  and	  enter	  the	  folder	  
8. Paste	  all	  folder	  and	  items	  selected	  and	  copied	  in	  point	  4	  
9. From	  the	  Yellowfin	  Root	  directory,	  copy	  the	  yellowfin.war	  file	  to	  the	  new	  root	  of	  Tomcat	  8	  (i.e.	  the	  

same	  folder	  as	  the	  bin/BirtResources	  etc)	  make	  note	  of	  this	  directory.	  
10. Copy	  the	  ROOT.XML	  file	  from	  your	  old	  yellowfin7.1/appserver/conf/Catalin/localhost	  folder	  to	  the	  

new	  tomcat	  8	  conf/Catalina/localhost	  directory.	  	  
11. Edit	  the	  ROOT.XML	  within	  the	  new	  tomcat	  conf/Catalina/localhost	  directory,	  file	  replacing	  the	  

docBase	  reference	  to	  the	  new	  directory	  taken	  at	  point	  9	  and	  ensure	  /yellowfin.war	  is	  appended	  to	  
the	  end
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12. Move	  to	  the	  new	  Tomcat	  8	  conf	  directory.	  	  Take	  a	  backup	  of	  the	  context.xml,	  server.xml,	  tomcat-‐
users.xml	  and	  web.xml	  files.	  

13. Edit	  the	  context.xml	  file	  and	  find	  he	  <context>	  section	  title	  around	  line	  19.	  	  Edit	  the	  title	  to	  read	  
<context	  reloadable=”true”>	  save	  the	  file.

	  
14. Edit	  the	  server.xml	  file	  and	  look	  for	  the	  connector	  port	  reference	  around	  line	  69.	  	  Change	  the	  port	  

number	  to	  the	  port	  you	  wish	  to	  use.	  E.g.	  8080	  or	  8070	  or	  even	  80.	  Save	  the	  file.	  
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15. Edit	  the	  tomcat-‐users.xml	  file.	  	  Note	  the	  comments	  notes	  around	  the	  users	  and	  roles.	  	  Within	  the	  
file,	  below	  the	  close	  comment	  and	  above	  the	  </tomcat-‐users>	  line,	  insert	  two	  new	  lines	  reading:	  
<role rolename=”manager-gui”/> 
<user username=”manager” password=”xxxx” roles=”manager-gui”/> then save the file.

 
16. Edit	  the	  web.xml	  file	  and	  find	  the	  <param-‐value>false</param-‐value>	  on	  or	  around	  line	  111.	  	  

Change	  the	  parameter	  to	  true,	  save	  the	  file.	  
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17. Ensure	  you	  have	  a	  system	  variable	  set	  to	  point	  to	  the	  Java	  home	  directory,	  get	  this	  parameter	  by	  
looking	  for	  your	  to	  do	  this	  enter	  your	  control	  panel,	  system	  then	  Advanced	  system	  settings	  and	  
then	  the	  environment	  variables	  button.	  
Set or edit either the user variable or a system variable to be: JAVA_HOME with a value of 
the directory your java jdk is installed.  Typically this would be c:\program 
files\java\jdk1.8.0_11

 
18. Edit	  the	  catalina.bat	  within	  your	  old	  Yellowfin	  install,	  within	  the	  bin	  folder.	  	  Copy	  the	  section	  from	  

setlocal	  (around	  line	  94)	  through	  to	  around	  line	  129	  (just	  above	  the	  rem	  Suppress	  Terminate	  batch	  
job	  on	  CTRL+C.	  	  Open	  the	  catalina.bat	  file	  in	  the	  bin	  directory	  of	  your	  new	  Tomcat	  install	  and	  paste	  
the	  copy	  lines	  in	  below	  the	  setlocal	  entry	  at	  around	  line	  94.	  
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19. Navigate	  to	  your	  new	  Tomcat	  8	  directory	  /webapps/ROOT	  and	  edit	  the	  web.xml	  you	  find	  in	  that	  
folder.	  	  Ensure	  to	  modify	  the	  Entity	  JSPS	  parameter	  on	  line	  6	  to	  your	  new	  install	  folder,	  for	  
reference.	  	  

	  
20. Re-‐Start	  your	  PC	  for	  the	  variables	  to	  take	  hold.	  
21. Launch	  Tomcat	  8	  from	  the	  startup.bat	  file	  within	  your	  new	  Tomcat	  8	  bin	  directory.	  
22. Once	  loaded,	  open	  a	  browser	  and	  move	  to	  the	  URL	  localhost:<port>	  (i.e.	  the	  port	  you	  entered	  at	  

point	  14.	  	  You	  should	  see	  the	  Yellowfin	  login	  page.	  
23. To	  confirm	  Tomcat	  8	  is	  running,	  move	  to	  Administration,	  Admin	  Console	  and	  select	  the	  System	  

Information	  from	  the	  right	  hand	  menu.	  	  Select	  Application	  server	  and	  you	  should	  see	  Apache	  
Tomcat/8.0.23	  (or	  the	  version	  number	  you	  installed)
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24. You	  can	  also	  reference	  the	  Tomcat	  log	  files	  to	  see	  the	  version	  currently	  running.	  	  To	  do	  this	  
navigate	  to	  your	  new	  Tomcat	  8	  folder	  /logs	  and	  look	  at	  catalina.<todays	  date>

	  
 

 
	  


